
Event Date

Boat Bingo (4PM) at Goulden Island July 4

*Boat Rally (10AM) July 11

**Historical Cottage Visits, various locations (9AM) July 18

***Centennial Day Celebration 
(10:30AM to 4:30PM, lunch served at 12:30PM) 

& 
Evening - Bromantics Concert and Dance Party 

(7:30PM to 11PM)
all at the landing

July 25

CENTENNIAL SCHEDULE

*Registration is required via email to barkmere100@gmail.com
(more information on Page 12). 
 
**Reserve time slots for your visits via the Bark Lake House Tours website
(more information starting on Page 5).

***Registration is not required, but we kindly ask that you complete the
participation survey via this link. Even selecting ‘Maybeʼ is extremely helpful, as
it allows to better plan food, activities, and overall logistics (more information
on Page 5). 

mailto:barkmere100@gmail.com
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7Cz4Z9hI4YMWTXqbCWAKs2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCPa8dChkWMtFCiCoUUwnyYcirfRlBhXH_f2WFyXmeqePxhw/viewform


     This summer marks a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to celebrate
the Town of Barkmere and a century
of community, connection, and
stewardship. 
     The Barkmere Centennial, which
features four weekends of special
programming, kicks off with Boat
Bingo on July 4 at 4PM. Residents
are invited to raft up at Goulden
Island, where games will be called
from the dock over the loudspeaker.
Bring cash, your bingo daubers, and
a sturdy surface to hold your cards
(no RSVP required). 
     Festivities continue on Saturday,
July 11 at 10AM with the Boat Rally,
a friendly competition that will see
crews follow clues and tackle a
series of challenges around the
lake. The event begins and ends at
Goulden Island. Registration is
required, and is limited to a
maximum of 12 boats, on a first-
come, first-served basis. Email  
barkmere100@gmail.com to reserve
your spot. That evening, all residents
are invited to Goulden Island for a
community S'Mores Night, starting
at 7PM (no RSVP required). 
     On July 18, from 9AM to 4PM,
Historical Cottage Visits will offer
a rare opportunity to step inside
ome  

some of Barkmere's most storied
homes. Eleven properties - ten on
the lake and one in the village -
have been selected for their
historical significance and the
preservation of their original
characteristics. Visitors will receive
a printed history of each property,
offering a glimpse into the families,
traditions, and stories that have
helped shape our community. As
space is limited inside these historic
homes, registration is required via
the Bark Lake House Tours website
(more information, including a map
of locations, on next page). That
evening, all residents are invited to
gather at Goulden Island for a
community Floating Concert at  
7PM. 
     Celebrations will culminate on
July 25 with Centennial Day, a full
day of events taking place at the
landing. From 10:30AM to 4:30PM,
residents and visitors can enjoy
games, historical exhibits, and a
delicious lunch. Following a brief
intermission, festivities resume at
7:30PM with the symbolic lighting of
100 lanterns, followed by a live  
Bromantics performance and  
dance party.

Click here  to RSVP for  July 25

UPCOMING EVENTS
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     Once in a century – an iconic
Barkmere cottage tour that can't
be missed! Pack a picnic lunch, load
the kids in the boat, and spend the
day enjoying a blast from the past
on Saturday, July 18, from 9AM to
4PM. 
     Eleven families have graciously
agreed to open their doors to
welcome neighbours and share the
history of their unique and iconic
Bark Lake cottages. These historic
homes maintain the original
integrity of their design from the
early 1900s. Amazingly, seven of the
cottages are still owned by
descendants of the original families.
During your visit, you will be given a
personal tour and learn about the
history of each property. This is a
rare opportunity to take a peek
inside that cottage that has always
intrigued you – but, you'll miss it if
you don't sign up!
     Space is limited inside these
homes, so all visits must be reserved
in advance. To accommodate as
many visitors as possible, tours are
offered in 45-minute time slots
throughout the day, allowing time
for each cottage visit, travel
between properties, and boat
parking.

     Participants are responsible for
planning their own itinerary by
reserving the cottages they wish to
visit (click here for the reservations
website) and ensuring they have
sufficient time to travel between
them. Before making your selections,
please consult the interactive map
(click here) showing the location of
each participating property and
click on the pins for additional
information. Participating cottages
will be marked with a balloon on
the wharf to help you navigate on
the day of the tour. Please note that
only visitors with a reservation for a
specific time slot will be able to visit
a cottage. (If you live in the village
and do not have access to a boat,
please contact Donna Florence at
819-217-7405 when making your
reservations, so that transportation
arrangements can be made.)
     Let your curiosity guide you – you
may reserve visits to as many
properties as you like, but
reservations will be allocated on a
first-come, first-served basis. Trying
to decide which cottages to visit?
The following is a brief introduction
to the 11 participating properties to
help you plan your day.

HISTORICAL COTTAGE
TOURS



1.Robert Bellerose Home (circa
1940): 115 Chemin Barkmere

A gem, which many of us will have
admired hundreds of times on our
way to and from our cottages. Take
this rare opportunity to visit a
summer cottage right in the heart of
Barkmere Village. Built in 1940, the
Bellerose family is still the proud
owner. Learn about the story of
village life through a treasure trove
of historical photos. 

2.Whittall Cottage (circa 1912),
St. Louis & Loiselle families: LDE
1861

This is truly a grand and iconic Bark
Lake cottage. It has been
maintained and restored to keep
the original integrity of the 1912
design. In order to keep the cottage
and the grounds in pristine
condition, its first owner, Albert
Whittall, also built a cottage next
door for his staff. Don’t miss this
treasure.

Click here to
explore the
interactive 
map and see where these
historic homes are located
before booking your time slots
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Little has been done to alter its
original charm and spirit. Come and
feast your eyes on the photo wall,
trophy collection, wool bathing suits,
and thunder mugs. This cottage
remains the pride and joy of the
Pope family.

3.Carruthers Cottage (circa
1923): LDE 2760 

Since 1923, six generations have
been making family memories at this
beloved cottage. While it has
undergone some small changes to
accommodate the needs of a
growing family, it still has all the
charm of yesteryear.

4.Popes’ Point (circa 1913): LDE
2826

Designed by architect Captain
Morley Pope, this cottage was
completed in 1913 for his family.
Little

5.Zum Wilda Maa (circa 1933),
Wileman & Hopkins families:
LDE 2860

While comparatively small, this
original log cabin doesn’t lack
warmth or charm. Built in 1933, the
massive fieldstone fireplace is very
impressive, as is the use of space in
under 700 square feet. While it has
had several owners, the present
ones couldn’t believe their luck in
finding the perfect cottage and
community to enjoy their retirement.



6.Woodwind Cottage (circa
1914), Hackett family: LDE 2990

Built between 1910-1914, this glorious
cottage and property is considered
by many to occupy one of the most
ideal locations on the lake. The
Hackett family has been enjoying
majestic sunrises and sunsets there
since 1984. The huge wrap-around
porch and expansive lawn have
been used to host many memorable
family regattas. This is truly a Bark
Lake treasure.

This beautiful cottage was built by
an employee of Arthur Neale and
was later bought by the Neale
family. In the 1950s, its owners
transported a prized piano to the
cottage, and it is still on display. This
cottage has been lovingly
maintained, and the screened-in
porch acts as an elegant
entertainment area. The views are
spectacular, too.

7.Westwinds (circa 1933),
Raymond & Barbe families: LDE
3770 

8.Treetops (circa 1934), Neale
family: LDE 3890

Treetops is a grand old cottage
built in 1933 for Arthur Neale. It has
a rich history, which includes being
sold, then bought back by the
present Neale generation. While
John Neale pursues many hobbies,
such as electric train sets, Lego, toy
soldier reenactments of historic
battles, and – of course – puzzles,
perhaps his happiest times are
spent organizing his expansive
library. Yes, a library! You can’t miss
this one.



9.Kingan-Dugan Cottage (circa
1903): LDE 4902 

It is believed that the Kingan-Dugan
family has the longest residential
history on Bark Lake, dating from
1903, and extending through six
generations until present day. The
current cottage replaced the
original one in 1938, assuming its
exact footprint. It has been lovingly
maintained while respecting the
original integrity. Situated on a
point, the cottage is afforded
magnificent views of the Narrows
and Wentworth Bay. This part of
Bark Lake history shouldn’t be
missed.

10.Camp MacNab (circa 1911):
LDE 5235

Originally, this property was set up
as a camp in 1910 for Seaforth
MacNab and a fishing buddy. Over
the years, the camp was expanded,
as was the MacNab family. In 1968
the original ‘camp’ was replaced by
a fully functioning Pan Abode. While
this structure is not considered
historic, Seaforth’s legacy of
recording history and preserving
artifacts will make a visit to Camp
MacNab a worthwhile step back in
time.

Once you’ve decided which
properties you want to see,

click here to access the
booking website and reserve

time slots for your visits
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     Don't miss this unique opportunity
to step inside some of Barkmere's
most historic and beloved homes. If
you've ever found yourself
wondering what lies beyond those
iconic boathouses and cottage
porches, July 18 is your chance to
find out. For one day and one day
only, being a nosy neighbour is not
only acceptable – it's encouraged!

11.Cairncliff (circa 1936-1940),
Jack family: LDE 5756

This elegant cottage, with a rich
history, has been in the Jack family
for six generations. Originally a 5-
bedroom cottage, it has been
expanded and altered over the
years. Between 1948-1952, Rupert
Jack and family added to the
compound and built next door. The
Jack family has long played an
active role in the Bark Lake
community.

Questions? Text event
organizers Barbara

Pope (819-421-2006)
or Donna Florence

(819-217-7405)

for our Centennial in Sainte‑Agathe.
Get your collector cans, which
feature classic Bark Lake scenes,
via the pre‑order website (click
here), with pickup at the Centennial
Day Celebration (July 25). The cost
remains $5 per can, payable by
Interac at the municipal office on
the day of pickup. 

COMMEMORATIVE
BEER: 

PRE-ORDER
The Barkmere100 commemorative
beer is back! Available in pale ale
and amber, and brewed especially
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     On July 25, the Barkmere100
Artifact Display and Interpretation
Committee will present a
showcase of artifacts, both
physical and digital, in the town
Community Centre. Many artifacts
are already featured in display
cabinets at the Centre, and the
Committee is searching for residents
to lend any additional artifacts that
may enhance the Centennial Day
exhibit. Artifacts should date from
the early years of Barkmere, up to
the 1950s, and can be in either
physical or digital form, depending
on the lender’s preference and/or
the size of the items. The items
should be accompanied by a brief
description. 
     Volunteers will be on hand to act
as guides during the Centennial Day
Celebration, and to ensure the
security of the items on display.
Artifacts can include but are not
limited to the following categories: 

Everyday and household objects
(tools, kitchen utensils, crockery,
ceramics, glassware, etc.)

BARKMERE100 
ARTIFACT DISPLAY

Means of transport (boats,
horses, sledges, snowmobiles,
etc.)
Hunting and fishing
Lighting and heating equipment
Clothing
Musical instruments and/or
games
Agriculture and the
harvesting/processing of maple
syrup
Gardening
Crafts (woodwork, stonework,
blacksmithing, etc.)
Water sports (windsurfing,
sailing, water skiing, etc.)
Objects that bear witness to
Indigenous/First Nations
occupation

     Please note that not all items
may be chosen due to duplications,
space constraints, etc. 
     If you have any questions or an
item of interest to share, please
contact committee member Bruce
MacNab at 438-969-6223, or via
email at bmacnab62@gmail.com.

mailto:bmacnab62@gmail.com


     Barkmere100 commemorative
merchandise is now available for
pre-order, with a wide selection
of items including hats, t-shirts,
sweatshirts, activewear, and
more, featuring the Barkmere100
logo. 
     To ensure that your order is
available for pickup at the July 25
Centennial Day celebration, all
orders must be placed by July 1.

Click here to pre-order 
your Barkmere100 

merch!

BOAT RALLY: RSVP     Ready for an adventure? The
Barkmere100 Boat Rally takes
place on Saturday, July 11 at 10AM,
an exciting lake-wide scavenger
hunt that will challenge crews to
decipher clues, complete creative
missions, and explore Bark Lake
from a whole new perspective.
Whether you're competing to win or

BARKMERE100
MERCHANDISE: 

PRE-ORDER 

simply looking for a fun day on the
water, this is an event not to be
missed! Registration is required and
is limited to 12 boats. Send an email
to barkmere100@gmail.com to
reserve your spot today!
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Click here to pre-order “Family Recollections:  An Anthology”

     Created as a lasting legacy of
Barkmere’s centennial year, “Family
Recollections: an Anthology”
weaves together cherished
memories, historic photographs, and
personal stories from the families
who have shaped our community
over the past 100 years. 
     The result is a rich tapestry that
celebrates not only our history, but
the enduring spirit of Barkmere. Pre-
orders are now open through the
Centennial Day survey link. As the
book reminds us, “Bark Lake
represents far more than just a
place to spend our summers. It’s a
feeling. A rhythm. A sense of home.”
Pre-order your copy today! 

“One of the most special parts of the lake
is the people. Th e friendships we have

built here have become an important part
of our lives.”

—Robin Trudell

PRE-ORDER “FAMILY RECOLLECTIONS: AN
ANTHOLOGY”
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     Bring your friends, your family,
and a little bit of luck to Goulden
Island on Saturday, July 4, for an
afternoon of Boat Bingo! Hosted by
the Lefebvres and the Hewletts, this
centennial celebration gets
underway promptly at 4:00PM, with
games called over the loudspeaker
from the dock.
   Five exciting games will be
played over approximately two
hours, with cash prizes awarded to
the winners. Bingo cards are $2 per
strip of three cards and will be
available for advance purchase at
the BLPA’s Season Opener on
Saturday, June 27, from 4:30 to
6:00PM (cash only).
     Players are encouraged to bring
their own bingo daubers, or to use a
highlighter or light-coloured marker
to play their cards (remember, the 

organizers will still need to see the
numbers in order to confirm a
winning card). Taping your bingo
sheets to some cardboard, a cookie
sheet, or something rigid is
recommended. This will make it
much easier to play if it’s windy.
Each game will be different as
outlined on the “Game Patterns”
printout you will receive when you
purchase your cards. Use it for
reference while you play!
     When someone yells “Bingo!,” the
game will be put on hold, the winner
will text a picture of their winning
card for verification, and the cash
prize will be collected on the dock
at the conclusion of all five games.
     Event organizers Joan, Steve,
Marc, and Christine look forward to
spending a great afternoon
together.

BARKMERE100 BOAT BINGO

PARKING NOTICE residents are encouraged to
consider their parking needs and
make any alternative arrangements
available to them for the duration
of the event. Those planning to
attend are also invited to complete
the Centennial Day Celebration
RSVP survey, which includes an
option to indicate whether they
want to sign up for parking updates
directly from the Town.

     Centennial Day  (July 25) will
take place at the landing on the
two grassy ovals normally used for
parking. As these areas will be
unavailable for vehicles during the
event, the Town of Barkmere will
provide information on alternative
parking arrangements in advance
of the celebration. In the meantime,

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCPa8dChkWMtFCiCoUUwnyYcirfRlBhXH_f2WFyXmeqePxhw/viewform
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